The Word

Jesus and the Bible

¢ONCORD

"You search the Scriptures because yo
think that in them you have eternal life; i
these that testify about Me;"

(John 5:39)
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oWhet her t he
actually the Word of
God comes down to
one thingd the matter
of Christology . 6
-Dr. R. C. Sproul
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Why Christology is Key

I. The New Testament says Jesus claimed to be God

. Jesusd claim to be God
(e.g. resurrection, etc.)

lll. Therefore, Jesus is God

IV. Whatever Jesus (God) teaches is true

V. Jesus taught the Bible is the Word of God

VI. Therefore, it is true that the Bible is the Word of
God

VII. Lastly, anything opposed to the Word of God must
be false
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BRI IS5 CHl

says Jesus i

The Bible |
God

S

Therefore the Therefore
Bible must b Jesus must b
true L God

Actually, no, the thought process is instead linear and not circular. If the writ
of the New Testament accurately r
the conclusions naturally follow.
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Jesus Claimed to be God

God in the Old Testament Jesus Comparison to Himself
| AM (Exodus 3:14 -15; Isaiah 48:12) | AM (John 8:58; John 8:18, 24)
The Shepherd (Psalm 23:1) The Shepherd (John 10:11)
The Light (Psalm 27:1) The Light (John 8:12)
Ruler of all (Isaiah 9:6) Ruler of all (Matthew 28:18)
Judge of all nations (Joel 3:12) Judge of all John 5:22)
The Bridegroom (Isaiah 62:5; Hosea 2:16) | The Bridegroom (Matthew 25:1)

Godds Word never paslesaway wolrdasi aite ved: §

13:31)
First and the Last (Isaiah 48:12) First and the Last (Revelation 1:1718)

No devout Jew would have ever made such claims about himself, nor would a
devout Jew have recorded such statements unless they were actually made
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Jesus Claimed to be God

In200 f Jesusd 52 parables, He
Some examples:

The Sower (Jeremiah 31:27; Ezra 34:9)

Again, these references to God would have never been made by respectful Je
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Jesus Claimed to be God

o ol oy, ot wl oy, L

am 6 ( John 8:58)

AbTherefore | said to

you believe that amHe, you wi | |
AdAnyone seéndle lmaseenthe Fathes |

Adl and the Father are ;
AdbFather gl ori fy witethegiory Madwith p
Youbef ore the world begané, Jl
My name! Iowi 1] not give My
AbMy Father is always at ltddjam
working 6, John 5: 17
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Jesus Claimed to be God

0And vyou BonlofIMars stteng at thegight hand of the
Mighty One and coming on thelouds of Heaven
-Mark 14:61

0l kept Il ooking in the rlouglhof
heaven(Ex 14:20, 34:5, Num 10:34, Psalm 104:3, Isaiah 19:1)
One like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the
Ancient of Days And was pr

d Daniel 7:13

0The Lord says tmgrightpand @ r d,
dPsalm 110:1
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Jesus Acted Like God

OWhen He had come back to Capernaum se
was at home. And many were gathered together, so that there was no longer room, ng
even near the door; and He was speaking the word to them. And they came, bringing t|
Him a paralytic, carried by four men. Being unable to get to Him because of the
crowd, they removed the roof above Him; and when they had dug an opening, they le
down the pallet on which the paralytic was lying. And Jesus seeing their faith said to
t he paBSanlygutsinsarefargiven 6 But some of the
and reasoning in their hearts, o0Why
who can forgive sins but God alon&? | mmedi at el y Jesus,
were reasoning that way within themsel
these things in your hearts? oWhich i
forgivend; OFNE SHORSSRARYE 6Get wup, and pi
know that the Son of Man hadiHeasaidththe i t
paralytic, ol say to you, get up, pi cK
immediately picked up the pallet and went out in the sight of everyone, so that they
were all amazed and were glorifying Gd
this.oé66
(Mark 2:1-12)
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Jesus Acted Like God

Alesus accepted worship nine
times in the gospels.
Alesus forgave sins (Mark 2).
Alesus said to pray in His
name (John 16:2324).
Alesus never sal
the Lordo6, but
Alesus said to baptize in His
name (Matthew 28).
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As we saw in our prior study (The Wordd Why
Trust the Bible?), s i
historicity is supported by strong bibliographical,
archaeological, and forensic evidence, we have g¢
reason for believing its statements regarding whg
Jesus claimed about Himself (that He is God).
There are no rational reasons to explain why the
writers of the New Testament would have lied.
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Jesusd® Miracles P

0' Are You the Expected

someone el se?6 Jesus a

'‘Go and report to John what you hear and see: thg
blind receive sight and the lame walk, the lepers &

cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are raised
and the poor have the
o0 Matthew 11:3-5.
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Jesusd Resurrectio

Jesus was murdered and

buried

Three days afterward, His

body went missing

Jesus appeared alive to

various people over the

course of 40 days

Christos appear.ancie &
transformed His followers and (S
became the central focus of

their teaching
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"It is historically certainthat Peter and the
other disciples had experiences after Jesus
death in which Jesus appeared to them as t
risen Christ."
Gerd Ludeman, Atheist
Guttingen University, Germany

The Word 8 Jesus andthe Bible

7/1/2009




" Paul, a bondservant of Christ Jesus, called as al
apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which He
promised beforehand through His prophets in the
holy Scriptures, concerning His Son, who was bor
of a descendant of David according to the flesh,
who was declared the Son of God with power by
the resurrection from the deadaccording to the
Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord,"
(Romans 1:14)
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0OBut wait! o6, says
He didndt know th
His second coming, so how can He be
God and not kno

"But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone."
(Matthew 24:36)

The key issue is that if Jesusdidin
opinion of Scriptureé

The Word 8 Jesus andthe Bible

e i n
worl d was
. C. Sproul
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The Kenosis
"Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Chris
Jesus, who, although He existed in the form of God, did
not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, but
emptied Himself, taking the form of a bondervant, and
being made in the likeness of men. Being found in
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becomin
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross."
(Philippians 2:58)
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Jesus Relied Solely on the Father

"Therefore Jesus answered and was s{

Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing;
whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner."(Joh
5:19)
"0l can do nothing on My own initia
because | do not seek My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me."(John 5:3Q
T |l have many things

to speak and t
true; and the

things which | heard f

"So Jesus said, OWhen you I|ift up t
He, and | do nothing on My own initiative, but | speak these things as the Fathg
taught Me."(John 8:28)

"0For | did not speak on My own init
given Me a commandment as to what to say and what to speak."(John 12:49
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Jesus Relied Solely on the Father

"o0Do you not believe that | am in t

that | say to you | do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father abiding in M|
does His works."(John 14:10)

“for the words which You gave Me | have given to them; and they received them|
truly understood that | came forth from You, and they believed that You sent
Me."(John 17:8)

"0No | onger do | <call you slaves, fo
but I have called you friends, for all things that | have heard from My Father | hg
made known to you."(John 15:15)

The bottom line is that Jesus, as the GodMan, limited His knowledge in his humg
state to be fully dependent upon the Father and only knew in his-glorified state
what the Father made known to Him.
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If Jesus is God (and He is), then whatever He teaches must be trug

If Jesus taught that the Bible is the Word of God, then it must be
true, so the question now becomes:

What claims did Jesus make about the Bible?

The Word 8 Jesus andthe Bible

The Bible is Divinely Authoritative

0But He answelried
written, 6Man shalll n
alone, but on every word that proceeds
out of the mouth of God. . . . On the
other hand,it is written 6You g
put the Lord your
Go, Satan! For itiswritten 6 You
worship the Lord your God, and serve -y
Him only. 6" .
(Matthew 4:1-10)
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The Bible is Imperishable

OHeaven an
pass away, but My words,

will not pass away."
(Matthew 24:35)
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The Bible is Unbreakable

Script uj
broken"
(John 10:35)
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The Bible has Ultimate Supremacy

"And He answered and said to

them, oOoWhy do

transgress the commandment of |
God for the sake of your

tradition? . . . And by this you

invalidated the word of God for
the sake of your tradition."

(Matthew 15:6)
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The Bible is Inerrant

0Sanctify t
truth; Your word is truth."
(John 17:17)
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The Bible is Prophetic

"And He began to say to them,
0Today this Scri
fulfilled in yo
(Luke 4:21)

"oWhile | was wit!/§
them in Your name which You have
given Me; and | guarded them and not
one of them perished but the son of
perdition, so that the Scripture would
be fuffilled."
(John 17:12)
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The Bible is Historically Accurate

"O0For the coming
will be just 1ike
as in those days before the flood they
were eating and drinking, marrying anc_.
giving in marriage, until the day that E
Noah entered the ark, and they did not i
understand until the flood came and
took them all away; so will the coming ¢
the Son of Man
(Matthew 24:37-39)
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The New Testament is Scripture

Tan

“"oBut the Hel per, the
Father will send in My name, He will teach you S\SA1E | :ST-\M]" NT
all things, and bring to your remembrance all ST
that | said to you." 3

(John 14:26)

LT -

JESUS CHRIST, !

"“o0But when He, the Sp
will guide you into all the truth; for He will not
speak on His own initiative, but whatever He
hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to

you what is to come."
(John 16:13)

TUANELATED 657 01 Tk omiorar e,

L AT LIGENTLY CoMbt iz 3
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Vari ous
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Critics say: Daniel was a historian and not a prophet; the things
written in his book were written after the fact.

Jesussayso Ther ef ore when you see

which was spoken of througBbaniel the prophet, standing in the hol
place (let the reader understand),"(Matthew 24:15)
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Critics say: Mankind evolved from lower life forms.

Jesussays” And He answered and sai
He who created them from the beginningade them male and
female"(Matthew 19:4)
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Critics say: The story of Jonah was a fable.

Jesus says:"for just asJonah was three days and three nights in th
belly of the sea monsterso will the Son of Man be three days and
three nights in the heart of the earth."(Matthew 12:40)

Christ would not have tied the most important human event in histdis resurrection
which actually occurred to a myth.
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Critics say: Noahds flood neve

Jesussays” O For the coming of the
days of Noah. 0 Foeforetlkedloodtmey wereo {
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day
Noah entered the ark, and they did not understand until tHfeood
came and took them all awaso will the coming of the Son of Man
be. 6 (MatB8%ew 24: 37
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Critics say: David did not actually write any of the Psalms.

Jesus says!" He i t h e Dayid io thehSpinit
call Hi m saying, 0The

hand, Unti Your eDaedithen i

calls how i-45 He
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When someone asks
know that the Bib
Wor d?6, the ulti ma
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, said that
et s .0
Far from being circular reasoning, such
conclusion is based on the historical
veracity of the New Testament and the
life and resurrection of Christ.

It all comes back t€hristology .
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