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To Properly approach and

study the Bible, there are

a number of preconditiong
w e

. God VI. Language
Il. Miracles VII. Meaning

lll. Revelation  VIII. Interpretation
IV. Truth IX. History

V. Logic X. Exclusivism
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God

The Metaphysical Precondition

Obviously, there can be no Word of God unless
God exists. With respect to existence,
metaphysics (beyond the physical) concerns
itself with the study of being or reality.
Christianity believes in Theism, which says one
God created all of reality as we know it and that
this God transcends everything. Many things
may have being, but only one thing can be Being.

And what is oOobeingo6?
Or as God said in Exodus: "God said to
Moses, ol AM WHO |
0Thus you shall say
has sent me t o V. biteraly,
the verse says o0l
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God

The Metaphysical Precondition

W
"...people say to me ‘\‘ S A

continually,
ere is your God?™" o

(Psalm 42:3) ATHEIST
DEBATE ME

ATHEISM
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God

The Metaphysical Precondition

Something exists
You dondét get something
Therefore, a necessary and eternal Being
exists.

. The only two rational options are an eternal
universe or an eternal Creator
Science has concluded the universe had a
beginning and therefore is not eternal

. Therefore, God exists , is the eternal
Being, and created all that we know

" In the beginning God created the heavens and

the earth"
(Genesis 1:1)
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Miracles

The Supernatural Precondition

The Bible is filled with miracles. Skeptics claim that miracles cannot occur, but
you have a transcendent Creator God, miracles become possible.

0 B uftve admit God, must we admit a miracle? Indeed, indeed, you have no se
against it. That is the bargain 6
-C.S. Lewis
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Miracles

The Supernatural Precondition

The Purpose of Miracles:
1. To glorify God (John 2:11)

2.To validate Godds prophet
3. Provide evidence for belief in God (John 6:2)
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Miracles

The Supernatural Precondition

Argument against miracles from Benjamin Spinoza

Miracles are violations of natural laws

Naturallaws-are

Premise two is flawed.

'It'f‘“.““' '““."bl"’”t' Bl table | No proof natural laws
is impossible to violate immutable laws el oo

Therefore , miracles are impossible transcends the natural
order.
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Revelation

The RevelationalPrecondition

_ EV E AL

Three Prerequisites for Divine Revelation

1. A Being capable of giving a revelation
2. A being capable of receiving a revelation
3. A medium through which a revelation can be given
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Revelation

Three Mediums used by God

"For since the creation of "All Scripture is inspired " In the beginning was the
the world His invisible by God and profitablefor ~ Word, and the Word was
attributes, His eternal teaching, for reproof, for  with God, and the Word

power and divine nature, correction, fortrainingin was Godé. And
have beenclearly seen, righteousness; sothatthe became flesh, and dwelt
being understood through man of God may be amongus.”
whathas beenmade, so  adequate, equipped for (John 1:1,14)
thatthey are without every good work. o
excuse. 0 ( Rom@nimothy3:15417)

The Word 3 Preconditionst 0 St udying Godds Word

Revelation

All Denied by Fallen Man

dFor they ex cAHRGeW comewpen "thewisdomwhichnone of
truth of God for a lie, and d“‘;’fw' X ‘:‘e"dt'."e f":"d the rulers of this age has
< octrine; but wanting to have forif they h,
worshipedand servedthe their ears tickled, they will U .0” Eyhad
creature rather than the understood it they would
E accumulate for themselves q
Creator, who isblessed  teachersinaccordanceto Ot have crucified the Lord
forever . A therowndesires,andwill turn of glory;
(Romans 1:25) away their ears from the truth (1 Corinthians 2:8)

and will turn aside to myths.

(2 Timothy 4:3-4)
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Revelation

Differences in General and Special Revelation

General Revelation Special Revelation

God as Creator God as Redeemer
Norm for Society Norm for Church
Means of Condemnation Means of Salvation
In Nature In Scripture

"For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine|
nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that
are without excuse."(Romans 1:20)

"and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you
wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus."(2 Timothy 3:15)

TheWord 3 Preconditionst 0 St udying Godds Word

Revelation

A God Who Reveals and Hides

-\ (i that time Jesus said, ol prai s
You havehiddenthese things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed th
to infants. 0OYes, Fal keasj nffoi nt Nosr
have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except t
Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to wl
Son wills to reveaHim."
(Matthew 11:25-27)

"Si mon Peter answered, OYou are the
Jesus said to him, Bafhaelesaesdfleshrar blgodid
not revealthis to you, but My Father who is in heaven."

(Matthew 16:16-17)
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Truth

The Epistemological Precondition

The Bible purports to tell the truth about incredibly
important things such as God, reality, ethics, Jesus,
eternal life, judgment, and more. Moreover, the Bible
claims that its truth is absolute, that is, it applies to all
people, in all places, for all time.

The source of truth is God. Just as with being, many
things can have the truth, but only one thing cea
the truth. And the Bible is plain on who and what

truth is:

"Jesus said to hthetryuth, antd ¢
the life; no one comes to the Father but through
Me."(John 14:6)

"o0Sanctify t Neumvoidis t he truth;
truth."(John 17:17)
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Truth

The Epistemological Precondition

Enemies of absolute truth include:

I. Relativism
1. Agnosticism
IIl. Skepticism

IV.Postmodernism
V. Pluralism [
Each one of these philosophies is selflefeating
d they cannot live up to their own truth claim.
For exampl e, the rel
relativeéd Does that include thei
statement? If so, then why believe it? If not,

then absolute truth exists.
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Truth

The Epistemological Precondition

If anyone ever tells you there is no suc
thing as truth, they are asking you not t¢
believe them

éSo donodot !

The Word 3 Preconditionst 0 St udying Godds Word

Logic

The Rational Precondition

Logic is the study of right reason or valid
inferences, with the rejection of arguments that
contain fallacious thought. Throughout all of

Scripture, you find logical and universal

propositions and arguments being put forth
about matters.

"And according to Paul ds
them, and for three Sabbathsreasonedwith
them from the Scriptures,"(Acts 17:2)

Literally, Theology is a logos about the theos 8
the o0logic of Godd.
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Logic

The Rational Precondition

There are four laws that serve as the foundation
of logic:

Law of non-contradiction 8 something
cannot be ©6AMNO aan d hoen
and in the same sense.
Law of the excluded middl& something is
either 0-Aé6.0r onon
Law of identityd0 A6 i s reall

. Law of rational inferenced e.g. All men are
mortal, John is a man, therefore John is
mortal.

Reason and Religin?

SR ELIN IR iFaihi chalmelniefa i S tholal t
you hesitate between two opinions? If the Lord is God,
follow Him, but if Baal,
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Language
The Linguistic Precondition

If the Bible is Godds

we must acknowledge that finite human languagé
is capable of meaningfully expressing thoughts
about an infinite Beingd God.
= - TN 0
0GoTal k6 can only occ u|BsFs
v
1. Equivocally & totally different than God is :ﬂ 3
II.  Univocally 8 exactly as God is 2 s
Ill.  Analogically 6 similar to the way God is 4l N E
The Bibleds | anguage :,||lﬁ]jﬁ_ Latin
met hod elfal k®o d 5% < J1IH] 61_%01
& 84
§ TUKKGeA  Portuguése
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Language

The Linguistic Precondition

"The Christian faith is mysterious to the core. It is about
things and beings that ultimately can't be put into words

Language fails And if we do definitively put God into
words, we have at that very moment made God somethi
God is not"
-Rob Bell, Emergent Church Leader
Velvet Elvis, p. 32
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The Linguistic Precondition
Equivocal talk leaves us completely in the dark about God and
assails the concept of special revelation.
Univocal talk isndt possible
the infinite: "o0For My though
ways My ways, 6 declares the L

than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways And My
thoughts than your thoughts."(Isaiah 55:8)

The Analogical method is the only form of GodTalk left to us. As
an example, God is called
as that which might be applied to a human being such as Mothe]
Teresa?

TheWord 3 Preconditionst 0 St udying Godds Word

Language

The Linguistic Precondition

"Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit wi
is from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us b
God, which things we also speak, not in words taught by humal
wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirigombining spiritual thoughtj
with spiritual words'
(1 Corinthians 2:12-13)

the Apostle Paul makes

Her e,
by communicated via finite human language.
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"They said, oCome, | et
and a tower whose top will reach into heavend let us

make for ourselves a nametherwise we will be
scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth. . |

0Come, |l et Us go down

language, so that they will not understand one
anot herds speech

(Genesis 11:4,7)

Regarding languaged what was done at Babel was undon
at Pentecost to wunite

g

" When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together
in one place. And suddenly there came from heaven a noise like:
aviolent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they
were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire
distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them.
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them
utterance.”
(Acts 2:1-4)
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I f we accept that th
written in a language we can understand, then
our next step to claim that it has meaning.
Further, it hasobjective meaning, which equates
to a meaning that applies to all people, equally,
everywhere, regardless of what language is use

to convey the truths contained in Scripture.

This objective meaning can be conveyed
regardless of the language used to convey it
(English, German, Aramaic, etc.) so it is
transcendent from a linguistic perspective and ig
not dependent upon particular signs and

symbols.
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Meaning

The Semantical Precondition

O T getsf ri
must get rid of
Gr ammar
- Frederick Nietzsche
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Meaning

The Semantical Precondition

Opponents of objective meaning include
philosophers such as Saussure, Ludwig
Wittgenstein, and others. Philosophers such as
Hume and Ayer say that all talk about God is

meaningless as only statements that (a) are
tautologies or (b) speak about empirical facts
can be meaningful; all Godalk to them is
nonsense.

However, such a position is sellefeating as
their claim is neither a tautology nor an
empirically verifiable statement. Unfortunately,
this is still the ste
today O relativistic meaning .
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Meaning

The Semantical Precondition

I f you dondt thri -V
postmodern views of meaning hav
entered the Church, ask yourself

if youdve

ever
study where a leader has asked:

What does this passagemeanto
youée?

-per
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Studying Godds Word

Interpretation

The Hermeneutical Precondition

Because there is absolute truth and objective [l Go0DgYE, DA [GEE2ERS A SECRETS OF LOGENTY
meaning in the text of Scripture that has been
revealed by God about Himself to rational finite
beings, the next question is if we are capable of ji
deriving the objective meaning from His woéd
can we properly interpret what the text actually
says?

Even if everything else is trué God exists, He
has revealed His Word to us, a Word written in
human language that contains truth, rationality,
meaning, we must still accurately interpret the
text to discover the true meaning behind what

God is saying.
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Interpretation

The Hermeneutical Precondition
Some philosophers (such as postmodernist
Jacque Derrida) hold to a private interpretative

position & that any text must be interpreted

subjectively by reading, deconstructing, and

reconstructing the text so that the interpretation
and ultimate meaning fits with what the reader

believes it to be. The proper interpretation and

ultimate meaning does not lie with the author but

with the readerThere is no one correct
interpretation.

Yet, this view becomes selflefeating for
postmodernists such as Derrida who write books
and expect their writings to be properly

interpreted and followed in the manner théythe
author g intend desire.
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Godds Word
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