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òOne of the many divine qualities of the 
Bible is that it does not yield its secrets 
to the irreverent and the censorious.ó

--James I. Packer
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How did we get the Bible?
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òThe Bible did not arrive by fax 
from heavenéThe Bible is the 

product of man, my dear. Not of 
God. The Bible did not fall 

magically from the clouds. Man 
created it as a historical record 
of tumultuous times, and it has 

evolved through countless 
translations, additions, and 

revisions. History has never had 
a definitive version of the book..ó
--Dan Brown in The Da Vinci Code
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Canon

ôMeasuring Rodõ; ôStandardõ; ôRuleõ

Canon refers to the collection of books that passed 
a test of authenticity and authority; it also means 
that those books are our rule of life ðboth in this 

world and the next. 
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ÅWritten over about 1,500 years
Å66 books ð39 in the Old; 27 in the New
Å40 authors
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The Old Testament
Order of original Hebrew Bible

The Pentateuch

Also referred to as 
òThe Lawó.  Includes 

Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, and 

Deuteronomy

The Prophets

Includes former 
prophets such as 
Joshua, Judges, 

Samuel, and Kings.  
Major prophets such as 

Isaiah, Jeremiah, and 
Ezekiel.  Also 12 minor 

prophets

The Writings

Psalms, Job, Proverbs, 
Ruth, Song of Songs, 

Ecclesiastes, 
Lamentations, Esther, 

Daniel, Ezra, 
Nehemiah, Chronicles

Old Testament primarily written in Hebrew and Aramaic. Contained consonants 
only (no vowels; added later by Masoretes ðJewish scholars - around A.D. 500). 

Oldest book is Job (not Genesis) with last book written likely being Nehemiah 
around 424-400 B.C.


