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In one sense, the Bible is a book of history that has recorded mal
events over a period of some 1,500 years. When we start to ans!
the question of why we can trust the Bible, we must first ask the ba

question we ask of any other history book:

How do we know anything from history is true?
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Eyewitness accounts that were
accurately and faithfully recorded
by those who can be trusted.
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General Criteria for Judging Historical Works
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Bibliographical Test d how reliable are the manuscripf
we have and how early is the dating?

. Internal Evidence Test 0 is the document free of
contradictions and do the accounts match?

. External Evidence Test dis their external evidence
t hat corroborates the do
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Criteria from David Hume

Are the witnesses many in
number?

Il. Are the witnesses truthful?

I1l. Do the witnesses
contradict?

IV. Are the witnesses non
prejudicial?
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How well does the New Testament
hold up under these criteria?
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The Importance of Early Dating/Writing and History

UNDERSTH
AEarly writing is important because eyewitnesses can
refute error
APaul requested just such a thing in 1 Corinthians 15:5
8, where he references 50
resurrection

ANo case in history of myth entering into a historical
account where two generations had not passed
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Dating of the New Testament

AGREEMENT

AMatthew: Written to Jewish believers; dated A.D 42

ALuke: Written to Gentiles; dated A.D. 58 -60

AMark: Written to Roman/Gentile believers; dated A.D. 66 -67
(probably earlier)

AJohn: Written to Christian believers; dated before A.D. 90

- David Alan Black, New Testament Scholar, Why Four Gospels?
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OWe can already say e
longer any solid basis for dating any book of the
New Testament after about A.D. 80. In my
opinion, every book of the New Testament was
written by a baptized
the 806s of the first
someti me between about
- William F. Albright, Archaeologist
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0The interval, t hen, bet ween
the earliest extant evidence becomes so small as to be in fact
negligible , and the last foundation for any doubt that the
Scriptures have come down to us substantially as they were writtg
has now been removed. Both the authenticity and the general
integrity of the books of the New Testament may be regarded as
finally established. 6

- Sir Frederic G. Kenyon,
former director/principal librarian of the British Museum
0The Bible and Archaeol ogyé
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some early church fathers

Clement (c. A.D. 95) Ignatius (c. A.D. 107) Polycarp (c. A.D. 110)

AMatthew AMatthew ATitus
AMark AMark APhilemon
ALuke ALuke AHebrews
ARomans AJohn AJames
A1 Corinthians AActs A18&2 Peter
AEphesians ARomans A1&3John
A1 Timothy A1 & 2 Corinthians  ARevelation A1 &2 Corinthians
ATitus AGalatians Acalatians
AHebrews AEphesians AEphesians
AJames APhilippians APhilippians
Al Peter AcColossians AColossians
A1 Thessalonians A2 Thessalonians
Al & 2 Timothy A1 &2 Timothy
A1l Peter& 1 John
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Citations by some early church apologists
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More Evidence of Early New Testament Dating

A Luke does not record the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 (a prophecy
predicted by Jesusd you would think they would call attention to its fulfillment]
or the death of Paul or the death of James (A.D. 62)

A The apostle Paul was martyred by Nero in A.D. 6566, so his letters had to
have come earlier

ANo mention of Nerods persecution o
stadium was burned (Nero blamed the Christians)

A First century commentaries exist

A Rylands fragment of John found in Egypt dated A.D. 130, is proof that
Johnos Othelagstef the fourd was written in the first century
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ALuke refers to the oformero
been his gospel. Paul refer
5:18) so it had to exist

ACould reconstruct entire New Testament except for 27 verses
(mostly 3rd John) from quotations of early church fathers
ADead Sea Scrolls (placed in cave in A.D. 68) contain:

A4 fragments of Mark (dated A.D. 50)

A1 fragment of Acts (dated A.D. 60)
A1 fragment of Romans, 1 Timothy, 2 Peter, James (dated A.D. 70)

S

Bottom Line: The New Testament has strong evidence for early composition
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More Writings

1,200| Plato-6

1,000| CaesarsGallicWars - 10

Homer 8&643 | i ad

Oldest Manuscript (years)
v
8

New Testament 8 24,000 Greek (5,300), Latin (10,000), Misc (9,000)

Number of manuscripts
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More Consistent Writings

The Synoptic Gospels and John agree that:

AJesus came to die for the sins of the world

AlJesus chose twelve disciples to follow Him

AJesus livedasinlessandvirtuouslife

AJesus wasopposed by the religiousleadersof His day

AJesus openly deliveredteachingsto His disciplesand crowds

AJesus worked miracles to validate His message and Person

AJesus was condemned, crucified, and died under Pontius Pilate

AlJesus was placed in a guarded tomb for three days

AlJesus was resurrected from the dead and appeared to His
disciples
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More Consistent Writings

What you learn about Jesus from Paul

AJewish Ancestry ATeachings on marriage
ADavidic Descent ALove oneds nei
AVirgin Birth AHis deity
AlLived under the law  AHis second coming
AHad brothers AThe Lord&és Supq
AHad 12 disciples ALived sinless life
AHad brothernamed  ADeath on cross

James AJews put Him to death
AlLived in Poverty ABurial and resurrection
AWas humble, meek  ASeated at right hand of
AAbusedby Romans  God
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Extra -Biblical Testimony

Josephus: Born A.D. 37; Jewish historian; wrote History of the
Jewish Warand Antiquities of the Jewish People

APeople mentioned by Josephus: TheHerods , Pilate, Felix,
Festus, Annas,Capiaphas, Anani as, James
so-cal l ed Christé

AEvents mentioned by Josephus: famine in the days of Claudius|
(Acts 11:28)
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Extra -Biblical Testimony

Josephus: Born A.D. 37; Jewish historian; wrote History of the
Jewish Warand Antiquities of the Jewish People

Records summary of Jesus: 0At this
Jesus. And his conduct was good and was known to be virtuous. Many peopl
among the Jews and other nations became his disciples. Pilate condemned
to be crucified and to die. And those who had become his disciples did not
abandon his discipleship. They reported that he had appeared to them three
days after his crucifixion and that he was alive; accordingly, he was perhaps
messiah concerning whom the drophe
Antiquities 18.3.3 (undisputed rendering)
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Extra -Biblical Testimony

Josephus: Born A.D. 37; Jewish historian; wrote History of the
Jewish Warand Antiquities of the Jewish People

Records death of Jame s :Albusves hutupon the
raid; so he assembled the Sanhedrin of the judges, and brought before then
the brother of Jesus, who was called Christ, whose name was James, and
others, and when he had formed an accusation against them as breakers of|
| aw, he del i v e roAdiquities®0.9%1lo be stoned
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Extra -Biblical Testimo

Josephus: Born A.D. 37; Jewish historian; wrote History of the
Jewish Warand Antiquities of the Jewish People

Records death of John the Baptist:
destruction of Herodds army came f
of what he did against John, who &
Antiquities 18.5.2
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Extra -Biblical Testimo

Tacitus: Senator and Roman historian

Records account of Christians: o0Ner
the utmost refinements of cruelty, a class of men loathed for their vices whol
the crowd styled Christians. Christus, from whom they got their name, had
been executed by sentence of the procurator Pontius Pilate when Tiberius
was e mpAnnatsrBook 15.
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Extra -Biblical Testimo

Pliny the Younger: Governor of Bit a in Asia Minor, A.D.
111-113
Records account of Christians: 0The
fixed day before it was light, when they sang an anthem to Christ as God, an

bound themselves by a solemn 6ath
Letters, series 10.
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Extra -Biblical Testimo

Lucian of Samosata & 2" Century Greek writer and critic of
Christianity:

Records account of Christians and J
a man to this day the distinguished personage who introduced their novel
rites and was crucified on that ac
gods of Greece and worship théTheru
Works of Lucian of Samosata.
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Extra -Biblical Testimony
Celsus 8 2" Century Roman philosopher and critic:

ONow if the Christians worshipped o
their side é But as a matter of fa
recently. And their worship of this Jesus is the more outrageous because the|
refuse to listen to any talk about God, the father of all, unless it includes som|
reference to Jesus ¢é And when the
paying homage to God, rather, they are attempting to exalt Jesus to the
heights. o
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Extra -Biblical Testimony
Jewish Talmud

Records death of JesusYeshuaWasthanegee
nothing was brought forward in higvourhe was hanged on the eve of the
P a s s o&Sanhéddn 43a.

Last Point on Extra -Biblical Evidence: Jesus is referenced by more authors thar,
the Roman emperor at the time (
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The Witness of Archaeology

Alesusd brother James (m
ik G50 inscription reads

AThe city of Nazareth was uncovered in 1955

Alnscription to Caiaphas found in 1990 and dated to be A.D. 10-
36

AName of Pilate (as prefect of Judea) found in 1961 and dated to
be A.D. 26 -37

art
01J
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The Witness of Archaeology

ALukeds mention of rulers in
A Various ruler names discovered in Delphi, Corinth and other sites that validate
dating and individuals mentioned
ABook of Acts:
A Historian C.J. Hemer has recorded hundreds of details in Acts that map to
excavation findings

ACrucifixion victim found in 1968 that matches perfectly with
account given in Gospels (legs broken, etc.)

AName of Erastus (Corinth city treasurer, Rom 16:23) found in
1929 in Corinth pavement wit
buildingsé
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The Witness of Archaeology
The story of Lazarus

After Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, Lazarus fled from Judea to Cyprus
and became a bishop at the church bérnaca. Archaeologists uncovered his
sarcophagus in the 9006s and found

OLazarus , Larbacashopfpoaf days dead.

Bottom Line: 25,000 digs confirm the Bible; none refute it.
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Evidence from Reason

AThe writers included embarrassing details about themselves (no
smart, rebuked, cowards, doubters)

AThe writers included embarrassing details about Jesus (he is
deserted, not believed in, is crucified)

AThe writers included events of the resurrection that seem odd
(women as first witnesses, Jews explanation of the empty tomb)

AThe writers contain some divergent details (one angel or tdo
mark of no collusion)
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Evidence from Reason

AThe Romans/Jews killed Jesus for some reason
AThe writers do not embellish any of the miracles
AThe writers abandoned their sacred beliefs
AThe writers died for their testimony
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0 T hNew Testament Writers wereBi as e d
0You candt trust writings

Question: Why were they converted?

Question: What motive did they have to lie?

Using such line of argumentation would rule out the writings of a
holocaust victim who chronicled their experience in the death
camps.
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OWedondt haveautthoeg roarpihg

True. We have something betted thousands of early
manuscripts that all agree on the events in question.

Keep in mind that a single source could be polluted or corrupted
whereas multiple copies that all tell the same story are a cleare
witness to the actual events.
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0 T h eareédifferencesinthevarioumanuscr i

"It would be impossible...to argue that the
Bible is a unified whole, inerrant in all its
parts, inspired by God in every way. It can't

be that. There are too many divergences, .
discrepancies, contradictions; too many %
alternative ways of looking at the same |ssw.,—‘
- alternatives that often are at odds with one

-
- another. The Bible is not a unity, itis a

JISENEIEESE  massive plurality. God did not write the Bible—
people did."
Bart Ehrman, JesusInterrupted, p.279
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o T h earedifferencesinthe varioumanuscr i

True. But none call into question one doctrine of the Christian faithin 2005,
Dr. Maurice A. Robinson, Senior Professor of Greek and New Testament at
Southeastern did an exhaustive manuscript study and concludgtht there was
92.2% stability in the text during the time Ba&Ehrman asserts the highest number
of variants were introduced. Of the 7.8% in dispute, onlyb of the text has
variants consideredneaningful.

Exampl e of ©Omelani ngf_udl v‘ari ant o:
Thessalonians 2:7, Paul either describes
hi mself as gent |deneor olittle chi
letter difference: epioivs. nepioi;
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0 T h earedifferencesinthevariouma nuscr i

Ehrman asserts that the existingnanuscriptsare
©E T ©F 7 clehai, © i cha
originald énd yet time and again throughout his
book he argues, based on manuscript evidence
that such and such a reading was not in the
or i gi nAslitturfseoutgtwas @ot originally
in the Gospel of John. 6 , p 64.)
problem with this reasoning?

If we do not have theriginals, therhow does he
know what is and what is not original?
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Revisiting General Criteria for Judging Historical Works

1. Bibliographical Test 6 The New Testament documents have
no rival in the ancient world in terms of number of manuscripts|
and early dating of those manuscripts

2. Internal Evidence Test 8 The New Testament is free of
contradictions and tells the same story regarding Jesus Christ

3. External Evidence Test & Extra -biblical testimony and
archaeology confirm the. New
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Revisiting David Hu

AWwitnesses many in number¥lore than any other ancient work

Awitnesses truthful?Committed to highest ethical standard and
died for their beliefs. Works confirmed via archaeology

Awitnesses contradict?They all tell the same story

AWwitnesses nonprejudicial?Apostles actually disbelieved.
Skeptics Paul and James were converted by the resurrected
Christ
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Meeting the Legal Test

Imagine sitting on a jury and hearing the testimony of si
eyewitnesses who all tell the same story. Then imaging
their claims being backed up by forensic science and
external parties. Then imagine all agree to die rather thg
recant their testimony.

What would you conclude?
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